
ORDINANCE NO. __________
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA, ADDING CHAPTER _____ to LANCASTER MUNICIPAL CODE CREATING THE LANCASTER Social Justice Commission 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Lancaster (“City Council”) has determined that it is in the public interest to create the Lancaster Social Justice Commission as set forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated herein; and

 WHEREAS, the purpose of the Lancaster Social Justice Commission shall be to cultivate and sustain diversity and inclusion through accountability and civilian oversight by fostering a fair and equitable justice system with transparency in all forms of government in the City of Lancaster.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA, DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. 
The City Council finds and determines that the above recitals are true and correct and incorporates the recitals herein by this reference.
Section 2.
Chapter ____   (“Lancaster Social Justice Commission”) is hereby added to the Lancaster Municipal Code to read as set forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.
Section 3.
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance, including Exhibit “A”, is held for any reason to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this Ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases or portions be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

Section 4.
All ordinances or resolutions, or provisions of the Lancaster Municipal Code, or parts thereof, that are inconsistent with this Ordinance, are hereby repealed only to the extent of their inconsistency; provided, however, that such repeal shall not be construed to revive any ordinance or resolution, or part thereof.

Section 5.
The Mayor shall sign and the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this Ordinance and shall cause the same to be published and posted pursuant to the provisions of
I, Andrea Alexander, City Clerk of the City of Lancaster, do hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was regularly introduced and placed upon its first reading on the _____ day of _________________, 2020, and placed upon its second reading and adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council on the _____ day of _________________, 2020 by the vote:
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AYES: 
NOES: 

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

ATTEST:




APPROVED:

Andrea Alexander


R. REX PARRIS

City Clerk




Mayor

City of Lancaster



City of Lancaster

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

)

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
) ss

CITY OF LANCASTER

)

CERTIFICATION OF ORDINANCE

CITY COUNCIL

I, __________________________, ____________________________________ City of Lancaster, California, do hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of the original Ordinance No. _________, for which the original is on file in my office.

WITNESS MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER, on this _________ day of ________________, ________.

____________________________________

(seal)
EXHIBIT “A”

Sections:

___ Creation and Purpose.

___ Membership.

___ Term of Office.
___ Chairman and Vice-Chairman.

___ Vacancy.

___ Removal.

___ Attendance.

___ Meetings.

___Expenses.

______
Creation and Purpose.
There is created a Social Justice Commission for the city with the purpose of acting in an advisory capacity to the City Council, City Manager, and the County Sheriff's Department to cultivate and sustain diversity and inclusion through accountability and civilian oversight by fostering a fair and equitable justice system with transparency in all forms of government in the City of Lancaster.

______
Membership.


The Social Justice Commission shall be composed of seven (7) Commissioners and up to three (3) alternates, all of whom shall be residents of the City of Lancaster or residents of the Antelope Valley who work within the city limits of the City of Lancaster. All Commissioners and alternates of the Social Justice Commission shall be appointed by the Mayor, subject to approval of a majority of the City Council. An alternate may replace any Commissioner who is absent from a meeting or abstains from a matter due to an actual or potential conflict of interest.
______
Term of Office


The term of each Commissioner and alternate shall be one (1) year commencing on January 1 of each year and ending on the following December 31. Notwithstanding said term, a Commissioner or alternate shall serve until a successor has been appointed. A Commissioner or alternate may be reappointed for additional terms. Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter, all Commissioners and alternates serve at the pleasure of the mayor and city council.

______
Chairman and Vice-Chairman.

The Mayor shall appoint one of the Commissioners of the Lancaster Social Justice Commission as Chairman to preside over the Commission’s meetings and another Commissioner to serve as Vice-Chairman, to preside in the absence of the Chairman.
______
Vacancy.

Any vacancy occurring on the Lancaster Social Justice Commission shall be filled by an appointment made by the Mayor, subject to approval of a majority of the City Council. Any person appointed to fill such vacancy shall serve for the remainder of the term of the Commissioner or alternate whose office has been vacated.
______
Removal.

Whenever, in the opinion of the Mayor or upon a vote of a majority of the City Council, the best interests of the City shall be served thereby, any Commissioner or alternate of the Social Justice Commission may be removed from office by a majority vote of the City Council.
______
Attendance.
If a Commissioner is absent without cause from three (3) regular meetings of the Social Justice Commission during any calendar year, the Mayor, subject to approval of a majority of the City Council, may deem said Commissioner's appointment immediately terminated, and may fill the vacancy in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.
______
Meetings.

The Lancaster Social Justice Commission shall hold not less than one regular meeting per month, which meeting(s) shall be held at the Lancaster City Hall Council Chamber located at 44933 Fern Avenue, Lancaster, California. The timing and date of such meeting(s) shall be established by majority vote of the Lancaster Social Justice Commission.
______
Reserved.

